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Barly morning on the first day of the month of November began for the
358th Infantry an epoch that will long be remembered by each and every soldier !
in the Regiment, The first day of this month came out of thick, over~hanging
migt that persisted witil about mid=-day before relenting to the influence of a !
fast~fading Indian . Summer sun, The first day of the month saw the front line (|
battalions skillfully and hopefully withdraw from the watchful eyes of FORT on
DRIANT and the many mighty German forts along the HOSELLL RIVER near the hise =
toric city of METZ - it saw them load on trucks and “jeeps" and head for a 4
selected area where the guns of FORT DRIANT didn't fire and where they would 5
train and rehabilitates All of this proved, indeed, a mild portend of the days -
and nights that were to follow; at first, days of rugged training and nights
of neticulous planning; later, days of bitter, bloody battles and nights of
feverish preparation for tomorrow's problems, And so, the month of November
was to embrace the one of the most memorable periods in the history of the 358th
Infantry legiment, and occupy a prominent place in the annale of American miliw :
tary operations. ‘

Aa the seene opened, the 358th Infantry wns under the skillful leadership
of Colonel Christien H, Clarke, Jr., recently prowmoted to the grade of full
colonel, and an outstanding offieer, On his staff were officers trained by long,
hard months of almost continual combat duty: Lieutenant Colonel Frederick H, Loowis,
ixecutive Officer, who on various critical occasions commanded each battalion
in the Regiment; Captain Woward A, Stotler, the new Regimental S=-3 and formerly
an oubstanding Bathalion S=33 Yajor William f, ‘alvey, hardworking, highly valued
S-23 Major ‘alter Olson, experienced S=hij and Captain Paul R, Steckla, conscien=
tious and e’ficient Sel. On the Special Staff were Captain William R, Shipe, and
1st Lieutenant Pat Parrish, Assistents to the 5-33 Csptain Hugo H, Pyes, Headw
quarters Commandant; Licutenants Parmell J, Donohue and Tom R'dlehuber, Ligison
Officers; Lieutenant franeis J, Sheltom, Assistant to the 5-2; Lieutenant Larry
Co Lampo, Communications Offiecer; Captain James W, Campbell, Regimental Surgeons
Capbain Willism Chisholm, Regimental Yotor Officers Lieutenant Melvin S, Hougen,
Regimental Cas Officery and Lieutenant lliam P, "iymn, ‘ublic Relatlons Officer.
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lednesday, Hovember 1, 194l (Cont'd)

Commnications in the Rogiment were handled by First Lieutenant lLarry C.
Lampo, Regimental Commmic:tions Officer. In comand of the First Battalion
was Lieutenant Colonel Cleveland i, Lytle, an old Ranger and a "fighter",
Hoading “econd Battalion was Liecutanant Colonel Rebert H, Schulz, outstanding
young Battalion Commander. Leading Third Battalion was Lieutenant Colonel
Jacob W, Bealke, the Regiment's only original Battalion Commander,

On November lst, the two front line battalions were relieved by elesents
of the nevly arrived Tenth Armored Division md immediately entrucked with the
rest of the R giment for a Concentration Area. The march order prescribed a
route through VIONVILLE and MARS LA TOURS, the IP, and from there through JARNY,
LABRY, AVRIL, AUDUN, SERROUVILLE, FILLIVRES, and MORFONTAIN, By 1600 in the
afternoon, the entire Regiment had completed the "close-in” of the new area,
one mile Yest of AUDUN, Upon arrival, all efforts were made to billet men as
confortably as possible with the First Battalion and the Regimental Command Post
situated in barracks, formerly used by the French Army and located near the
village of MORFONTAINE; the Second Battalion in SERROUVILLE along with Cannen
Company, snd the 3rd Battalion in FILLIERES with Anti-Tank Company. The remainder
of the day was devoted to the improvement of billets and planning for the trainw
ing that was to begin on the next day. Colonel Clarke was celled to Division .
Heademarters to be briefed on future operations involving the 358th Infantry -
operabions that later proved eminently successfal and in vhich this Rogiment

. plaved a prowminent rolo.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2 19Lh

Gradually, the cloud lifted and each dey further plans were made for the
eoming operation, On this day, the R&gimerrtai Commander, Colonel Clarke, met
with his Battalion Commanders and together with them attended a conference

with General Van Fleet, 90th Division Commander, at the Division CP, The 358th
Infantry was to cross the MOSELLE RIVER! That was the formidable eperation

now in its eabryonic stage. Mesmwhile, as the commanders conferred, the Regiment
contimed it's pmﬂan of training and rehsbilitation, not without relaxation

and entertaimment the way of verious Special Service activities, under the
direction of lieutenant August A, Ackel. At the same time, the Regiment was
placed in Corpes Neserve and immediately dispatched Iieutenant Parnell J, Donohue
to Tweniieth Corps Headquarters as Liaison Officer. lajor Falvey inctituted
orientation of the Regiment on ememy capabilities, Plans were made ‘or the
teaching of Oerman weapons by a visiting team, especially oualifed for this

PUrpose .
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 19Lk

The coming operation drew nearer and the Regiment continued on its program
of treining and rehabilitation of troops. Colomel Clarke conferred with liecutenant
Colonels lytle, Scmlz, and Boalke and made planms for the imitiation of recon-
naissance paorties early in the following day, Several old forts of the Maginot
Line in the Regimentel. area were made avaiable to the Battalions in the &

st fortified positions, training that was later to prove so valusble, Attack-
ing & river line was practiced and special cmphasis was placed om "fighting in
villeges and towas" alons with fighting in wooded areas, Conduct in Cermany was
put forth as an important subject for the ¢ nsiderstion ef all company comuandors .
Officer end NCO Schools were conducted during the day amd early evening, and all
phases of trainin; were directed towards a common objective - securing a bridgehead
over the HOSHLLE NIVER, and o ntinuing the drive te the Hast.
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SATURDAY, MOVEMBER Ly, 194k

The observing seldier noticed now and interesting item that_aroused his
curiosity, Instead of the faniliar "TO" on the helmet of several commanders was
a blotch of mud, and where onece the familiar shoulder patch was worn, there were
but a few threads. This, however, meant only one thing to the commanders conw
cerned - the actual starting of the operation with dispatching of recomnalssance
parties to the propesed site for the river crossing, Oreat efforts were
to keep the plans for the future operation from the enemy. Care was taken in
dieeassion of the plan, iflentification of units was concealed, the CIC and Civil
Af“alrs proceded to clamp down on civilians in the area, Golsnel Clarkey; minus
ghoulder patch and helmet TO, drove around in a "jeep™ marked with the L3rd Cavalry
designotion. Roeconnaigsance had to be thorough and complete but could net give the
slightest indication of an impemding attack in the selected sector, General Patton
visited the Division Command Post on this date and spoke to a represemtative group
from the Rogiment, In his rather colerful talk, he praised the 90th Divigion
highly for its past accomplishmenmts, and wished them the best of luck in the future
operation, I[lis message was inspd¥ing, and increased ‘he confidence in the success
of the Tortheomin:g drive,
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SUNDAY, HOVEMBER 5, 10kh

As "D-Day" drew nearer, recommaissance became mere active and more obe
jective., Upen the suceess of this epevation depended a great deal of the entirve
success of the Third Awmy. The 358th Infantry Rogiment was to cross the river
in the vicinity ef CATTENOW and KOECKING, the twe proposed Regimental bridge-
sites Horth eof THIONVILLE by about eleven kilometers, after moving to forwerd
assembly areass in the vicinity of CATTENOM under cover of darkmess, While plane
ning and recomalssance conmtimed, the Regiment preceeded with ite gechedule of
training and rechabilitation, Lieutenants Petsche, Ainderson, and 'udes, First,
Second and Third Battalien 5-2's reapectiwvely, eoncerned themselves prrimarily
with orientation of troops in regard to the handling of Cerman ecivilliane and
prisoners of wapy, It wnse deemed most important in the future operations that
every available sarap of information from a prigoncr be obtailned, with the
primary purpose in mind of obtaining vital information about “ermen fortifica-
tions in front of the Uivisien.

LD
DECLASS i Reproduced at the National Archives

0
i e



DECLASSIFIED f

S Authoriy NNINY200!T
‘.i 5 v AT - T
4T narapaei2R iy

Reproduced at the National Archives |

................

REGIMSNTAL HISTORY 358th Infantry

MONDAY, NOVEUBER 6, 19k

The 358th Infantry Regiment contimued it's course of preparatien for the
comin: assault of the River line - proceeding with the training of troeps amd
the completion of plans to mimite detalls, The 90th Division Commander, General
James A. Van Fleet, visited the Regimental Command Post on this day te confer
with Colonel Clarke on the forthceming operatiem. Briefing en the operation
contimied throuhout the day as recomalssance parties finished their werk.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 9Ll

inile peeple in the states voted in the Presidentail Flectiom, American
soldiers in the 358th Infantry made final preparations before embarking on a
momentous militery eperation--the erossing ef the MOSELIE RIVER., The plan
envisaged this Rogiment's clesyifigithe Conecentration Area in the late afternoon
and assembling at an intermediste assembly area in the viecinity of HAVANGE,
With this in wind, Colonel Clarke dispatched Captaim Shipe, Assistant S-3, with
a quarter party from the three battalicns and the special units te organize the
assembly area in anticipation of the Regiment remaining at this lecation for a
period of from two to four hours. It was plamned that the Reginent would serve
a hot meal at the Intermediate Assembly Aree, ¥ith the use of the Regimental
kitchen tm cks and additional quar’ermasber transportation, the Regiment would
be transported to the Assembly Arca this side of the MOSELLE RIVER, in the vicinity
of a Marine Camp located some three miles from the MOSELLE, In the execution of
these plans, it was anticipated that the emtire Regiment would close on its
Assembly Area during the hours of darkness. S0, late afterneon found the 358th
in"anbry Yegiment on the road to its Intcrmediate Assembly area at HAVANGE,
Hot chow was gerved the men here and at 2130, there comwenced a most difficult
night move, Visibility was 2t 2 minimm due te the extreme darkness eof the
night. However, shortly after midnight all three battalions had closed-in in
‘he vieinity of the Marine Barracks North of CATTENOM, Company B of the 315th
Medical Battalion was located in the same camp. ALl of this was joined later
in the follewing day by a ferward echelon of Division Headquarters. Service
Company occupied an area in the viecinity of HETANCE GRANDE,
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WEDNESDAY, 8 NOVEMBER 19hk

This was D-Day! The 8th day of month, D-Day fer the Twemtieth Corps,
found the Regiment assembled in the vicinity ef the FORET de CATTENJM ond &
group of French barracks one mile from the river town of GATTENOM, ™inal pre-
parations were made here for the leng antisipated eperation -~ namely, that of
erosging the MUSELLE RIVER gnd esteblishing a bridgehead over the River, The
impinding eperatiem, hewever, was but apm.tawaatwwmwm‘m-
tire Twentieth Corps = the objective of which was o eneircle the mighty for-
tress of MiTZ fellewed by the destructien of the fortress itself, The Fifth
Infantxy Division was to attack en out of the tridgehead area East of

Corps bridgehead, ermmm Division was te eress the
t-tzah.l.ahmmd m.zmru.muuammhm

the SAAR RIVER, Them, the Righty-Third Division was teo follew
the Armer amd attack Nertheast toward the SAAR The 90th Infantry Divisionm
was to play itaroleinthom icture by passing %mm
and forcing a crossing eof the in the vieini MACHER on D plus 1
and contimaing the attack te seise the high greund eof BOULAY,

The Minetieth Infantry Divisionwas to cress the river with twe regiments
abreast - the 359th on the left and the 358th on the rlaht vdth 35Tth aressing ever
the bridgehead established by the 353th Infamtry.

The 358¢h Infantry, meamwhile, on DeDay, contimied last mimate plammimg -nd
containsd itself with its m.mbia-. Itﬁum.mmmm

port the eperatiom, the 3lLlith Bath'u.nﬁ commandexi b:r Lﬂ.mtm
Colonel Minsom; the 105's of the lellt Field Art
of the 3L5th Field Artillery Battaliem,

Briefly, the First Battali 358th Infantry was to foree a erossing ef the
NOSELLE RIVER within its zone at H Howr en D plus 1, using Engineer assoult beats
for the crossing, After ereossing the river, it was then te seize the town eof
mSEll&l(ontheri@'hofmmusmmNMtodaﬂi mDpl
bleeck all appreaches from the Southeast, After secuwring I‘l,
Battalien was to seize the mighty bastion of Fert Keenigsmagher.
noted that the First Battalion was on the right flank ef the Div:!.as.on
ditional mission ef repelling any possible counter-attack on the Divi
Tlank,

The Third Battalien, 358th Tnfanmtry, was to “oree anether crossing of
HOSELIE RIVER simmltancously with the Fi.rnt Battaliﬂ. It was te centain
of KONNIGSMACHER from the Vest initially and ‘hen to continue its ettack te
Regimental Objective, reaching there before dark,
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The Segond Battalion was to cress the MOSELLE RIVER Mm Poird

Bat relieving at daylight the Battalien, containing KOENIGSWACHER,

The Regimental Intelligenee and R&omdlm Platoon was to eross the
river fellowing the First Battalion on the same crossing site, It had the
nission of ferming a counter-reconmalssance agreen along the Regimental right

mmmummnmm* ty fer almost noiseless moven

Many hours of D-Day ware devoted to a better understanding among all con-
ccrned of the tactics of the aseamlt, PFast conmtimued movement ef elo-
ments was stressed along with extreme seareqy throughout the sscanlt, It was
imperative in the the e)eratien that the impetus of the attaclk comti '

Immediately fellowing the erossing of the Battaliens, the "ngineers were
hmmms.onarmmﬂatmmﬂ,uumdai suppert
bridges Prierity lists were made for the crossing of esseatial wvehicles fMwst -
followed Wy the remainder of the Regiment's orgamis transportatiom,

Shertly befere noon en D-Day, the Regimental Commander, Colomel Clarie
gathered his officers together in the vieinity of the Conmand Post amd pre~
sonted them with a general outlime ef the plan and assured them its success
depended on the leadership of the effisers amd nen-commissioned efficers ef
the Regimemt, lis werds wore cercberated by these of the Division Commander,
General Van Fleet, who spoks to the officers follewing Colomel Clarke.

later in the day, Colencl Clarke eonferred with licutemant Colomel Bell, ~
Commander of the 3!9!1‘ Infantry Regimemt, whigh unit was to ferce o erossimg -
mmaumwermmnmmwwasmm. R

= It was most essential to the sugeess ef the plan that the assault waits

relay as quiockly as pessible to the Regimentsl Commend Mthaw‘ﬁs of

their leading elemenmts. This peint was stressed agaim in a message

Colonel Clarke to Iieutenant Colenel Iytle of the First Batialiem. It was

planned te establish a ferry in the First Battaliem secter ut it was neesssary

first to determine the present locations of mines between the river and the

town of BESSE HAM, If mines were discovered by the 1 elements Lieutenant
igiiateeiplion, it would be neeessary te isk the ferry in

the bridgehead established by lieutenant Celomel Bealke's Third

3 T

DeDs %0, clese, eneral Vam Flest had werds of advies to the
sttaoking Cifmante S ST Tareatry, Be strecsed tho impertemes of

prompt
reports frem the assault umits, of previding all around defense at night - and
allowing the men to get as mach rest as possible,

-2-
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PHURS NOVEMBER 9, 1

This was D plus One for the cumrreat attack of the Twentieth Corps, and
D plus One undred and Pifty Seven for the Ameriean Armies in Eurepe, This
was the day when the 358th Infantry Regiment begam its ﬁ.ght against the une
predietable MOSELLE RIVER and conbimied its fight against the German Army.

Erwbﬁagmhrammmﬁrﬂuam%nustotalmtom
MMWMQ} the erossing, was to be care-
m&mﬂw an utra ic control system established
Diviaion and supplemented by that established by this Regiment, It, Pat
s Agsistant to the 5-3, with lt, Shelteon, Assistant to the 5«2
s . oo - o Bi N, g B Captein Shipe, Assistant to the
5-3, was plaged in charge of traffic contrel fer the Regiment in CATTENOM,
Lt, Parrish was repponsible feor the reperting of the pregress of the river

cxe from his mt? on the bank of the river. The remainder ef
the Re Command remained at the Marine Barracks, ome mile from
CATT until such time as it could be moved ferward to the town of CATTENOM,
nmunpxmm,mnmmmmmmwmamm
ofm picked wp its assamlt beats, the Second Battalion and attached
mms.uaam:rmmmmmz ea in CATTEIOM,
Mmmmmmmthamaofmm tsbuta auinpu-
paration for the "jump-eff® at 0330, . until this time, very 14 M
‘activity had been noted by forward « At 0330, both First sad Third

Battalions slipped inte the water in rubber ascault bantl- M mimitos
latey, Third Battalien's ﬁrstmm'lﬂ.m casualty on the far shore
of the MOSELLE, Flmnutt.ali.nnm slightly at start due te the
mﬂ#wnﬂ.lmdﬂurim mnm:«m&mm&
Factory on the ether side of the 1-'. At First Battalion reperted
its first vave had cressed the River siccess Around this time, encmy
artﬂlmaaém ar fire begam to hurmths uaanatmkenthobrl.dp-
site in CATTENOM, Ten casualties were reported Gapt,ainSMof the 315tk
Ungineers., ILt, Benedigt, S-3, Third Battalion reported to the Command Post
that Licutenant Colomel Bealke, Covmander of the Third Battalinn, was 2it in
the hand and being evacuated, Gaptn:l.n James S, Spivey took over command of the
Battalion tomporarily, At 0520, two companies ef the First Battaliem had
crossec the River and were proceeding te the rallreoad track that ran parallel
te the River, Neamwhile, as operations at the River continuwed, enemy shelling
of the area inerecased, inflicting casualties on the Ergincers attempting te
bulld an Infantyry suppert bri Deylight found Company C of the Firet Bate
talien in the tewn of BASSE and Company A already en tep of the stromg

Fort Xoenigsmagher with Compawy B clese by te suppert the assault of .Company A
on the Fort, At the same time, Ideutenant Colenel Iytle reported his ecamialties
go far were very light hmmmwmﬁtm assault of Fert Koenigsmacher,

By 0800 en the mornming ef the 9th, beth First and Third Battalions were

across the riv r and on thelr initial objeectives, Part of Second Battalion
had erossed and two coupanies of this battalion, Compenies E and G, were givem
the miscion, by Colonel Clarlm, of wopping up the far bank of the HOSELIE, from
which seme machine gun fire was being directed em the Third Battalien, Tach

" battalion had a forward Comusnd Pest acress the MOSELLE and at the same time
maintained a rear Command Post near the emborkation peint in order to coordinate
the moveent of supplies and equipment acress the 3liver.

L
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Lt, Petoche, S-2 of the First Battalien, arrived at the Regimental
Comsand Post to inquire ab ut Litter tezas dlspatehed across the river
earlicr and also e pregent ¥ejor Falvey, Regimental 5.2, with the PW ine
formation from prigonars capbured, Some artillery targets were diseovered
~vhich Major Falvey immediately relayed te the supperting artillery.

y Captadin Shipo, acting Hxecutive Uffieer of the Third Busta:u.g‘xr _
-W-aMefm:ronthemrmdmc&‘ﬁ‘mutetheﬂm. m‘
cations polmted to further floodimg by the MOSTILE and the anriiest estimate
for completion of & bridge was moon on the follewing day, the Tenth of Nevenmber,

During the night all battalions eoncemtrated thelr offorts om ferrying
aeross supplics and ammmition, The river was desoribed as a "raging terremt®
and bridging the river was a nigh impossibls feat, accerding to the Ingineers.
It was contemplated a ferry be im operatiem by 0400, At 0300, Captain

s Assistant Divigien 0-2, informed the Re of eight tanks
to be to the rizht flank ef the 35%h Infamtry Rogiment, A half-howr
O~2 reported that the 359th Infantry had been hit by the tamks in the vieimity
of KERLING and were forced te withdraw te better ground,

Beville reported at 0333 that the River was s ti1l rising amd abeut
Lty feet Tvom the last heuse in CATTENOM, 14, Parvish verified the re
from hiz forward Comsand Post and Division was duly infarmed. ;

Report was roeeived that It, Robert Comns, one of the eriginal 358th Inf,,
offiecrs was hit again and evasuated, Captaln Stevens was assigned to Seeond
Battalion and assumed comnand of Cempany F, :

Captain Shipe of Third Battalien reperted sarly on the morning of the
tenth that he axpected to be in radio cantaet with his Battalion com:ander,
Captain Spivey soom having semt him a 6l0-radie amd a supply of miseecllancous
commumd cations equipment,

At 06hS, on the morning of the tenkh of Novembery the inzimeers worlkimg
at the River reperted that a float would be in operation in a matter of a few
hours, raising the hepes of everyone that seon suppert wespons and wehigles
would be able to oress the river te ascist the assault fores over there, But
it wae to be gome time yet hefore this wes ¢o he reslized for the river con-
timed to rise, and the current comtimied to menage even the shipmemt of swpplies
and asumition by assanlt bhoats, Hamf it was reperted that 2ll three bhate
talions had sufficient werwnitien and rations on hand to contimue ©
the day dae 4o the uneeasing efforts of erews throughout the night,

Lbe Elwell, Ammmition and Piomeer platoen leader eof the Third Battaliom, and
vho later was %0 heoome the 5«3 of that battaliem, made several trips acress
the river during the night and teok his supply parties over long, hazerdous
routes in arder te k his fremb line companies supplied with nceded ammi-
tion and rations fer daye' fighting.

Le the Regiment began ite seecond day acress the river, anxiety fer the
construction of 2 treadwny bridge inereagsed, Bubt the bridge 4id not go in and
the best means of transportetion acroes the river was a meter launch, ons of
sixteen precured by the Regimental S-h, Majer Walter 7, Olsem, through Divigien
supply officer,

e
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FAIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 19hk (Comt'd)

In mid-morsing, the M SRILE RIVIR was reported to have reached ite
ﬁ.;ag stage and that by 1900 at night it was to have érepped to its near nerw-

Heaxwhile, the First Battalion etill squatied en top of Fort Koenigsmacher,
in need of explosives te blust the Germans eut of the Fert. Liecutenant Colonel
lytla, from en top of the Fort, remuested threc thousand peunds ef Compositien 2,
A plan was considered in vhich the artillery liaison planes would be empleoyed i
teo drop the compound within reach of the "irsgt Datbtalien forees., Captain Asndrews
Artillery liskson officer with the 358th Infantry, contacted Yajor Coan of the
3hlth Field Artillery who believed the plan was feasible and whe persomally
made an alr recomaissance over the ground te seleet a spot for the landing of
the high explesive, .5¢, five cub liazisom plames winged thelr way over the
HOSELLE and a cqusntity ef explosive In the vicinity of the coment fac~
tory. Tals amd gor amounts of the compound sent over later were delivered
inte the hands of Compawy A's Lieutenant Neal, who persenally placed the satehel
charges against the tunnel entranees om the West side of Fort Koomigsmacher,

Colonel Clarke, after establishin: a forward Command Post in the river towm
of CATTENOM proceeded, by beat, with Captain Hugo H, Pyes, Headquarters Comsan-
dant, and awm.mrmam&oﬁmt-mu%mwmn
the lLast side eof the MOSELLE, His headquarters was established in the Cement
Factery aleng with the Command Posts of the Second Battaliom and Third Battalien.
In & water-flooded besement in this bullding, the reports of the progress of
the attack were received and the plans fer the comtimsation of the Reglment's
abback were issued,

3inee the attaeck started, not a man on the Last side of the river slept
nnder & blanket , if he slept at all, So, mid-afterusen saw the efforts of the
S-li and the Regimental Surgeom congentrated en ‘elivering encugh blankete te pro-
tect the wounded from further exposure, The origimal plan was te drop blankets
by cab plage as they did the C-2 for the First Battaliea, Thie plan
was dropped, however, whea lieut Aughtyy arrived at the Couwmand Post on the
west gide of the river with his plan for delivering supplies under ¢over of dari-
negs and by means of a route he himpelf had recommwitered acress the river, Bow
tween the last bit of doylight and OLOC im the merming, Lt. Aughtry led eix
assaalt boat conveys acress the river with sapplics of blankets, rations, amd
amunition, aloag with an additiennl quantity of C-2 fer the eslamente of the
First Dattaliom working on the Fert,

As the troeps clesed in for tiie nizht on the Tenth of Nevewber, the Third
Battalion had reached it's objective for the day, cceupying the high sround on
the left of the Regimental gecter with Companies X and L and Compamy I im a sup-
porting positiom behind them, The Segond Battalion orzamized for an attack en
the towm ef VALUESTROFF in the morning, whaile the First Battaliom cortained
Fort Koenigsmacher, preparing te wipe oub resistance from within the Fort en the
moraing ol the eloventile

leanwhile, Juring the night, the battle againet the 'OSELIE combimed, 5till
another plan was devised for the shipment of equipment and supplics to the other
side of the river. Captain Underwood, Iiaison Officer to 2nd Battaliom, vas
dispatched to the 206th inginecrs to pick up four,féur-and-one~half-ton trucks
to load them with the Battalion Commanders' jeeps and supplies and be pre=

i Reproduced at the National Archives b
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER nt'd)

pared to take them amross a bridge which the 359th Infamtry expected te have
in operation 4in the vieinity of MALLING, However, it was te be some time befere
msmmmmmmamnmwmnmnme gector.

Throughout the might, hand carryinmg parties earried supplies and amamition

over the lon: routes %o the frent line companiss., Though the extreme
darimess of the foresd the ™gineors to eease ferrying activity, Lt. Aughtyy
S=3 of the First Battalien, contimued his across the water throughout the

entlre might, Farly morning hows found the battalions and their agsault clement
well supplied with necessery amamition amd ratiens to carry om the day's fighting.

Evacuation of wounded througheut the esrly phase of the operations eontine-
ued to be indeed a serious preblem. It was noeessary, first, for the wounded
to be hand-carried en litters ever miles of rough coumtry to the ferrying site -
where they were then loaded inte beoats and brought across to the other side of
the river where ambulances of Compemy B, 315th Medieal Battalienm, waited te
rush them te the Collecting Companye

Tl
h Reproduced at the National Archives.



4 DECLASSIFIED
 Authority NNINYZ00!T] _.
p aci2d

jB(j;":\_’ NARA D

REGTMENTAL HISTORY

SATURDAY, HOVAMMR 11, 19U

The cleventh of Hovembery or D plus Twey in this operation was to rreve
. eminently sugcessful for the 55&1& Iﬁmuﬁam, on the same day, the Regiment
was to lose an outstanding offiger in lst ldoutena Of

of Company K, and s leader in the well-knowm Compamy K "Kraut ars®, The story
is told that Lt, Shert issued orders that mo man would

E Reproduced at the National Archives

within fify<yards - when his company was cowster-attacked by a sizable enemy Torce.

His eréarﬁmeaarrisdmwthelasbmuﬂhﬂ.ammmmtfbha :
couter-attack bub ascounted for ‘he annthilation of most of the attacking fomee.

Puring the day, Caom-amies A and B contimmed the assmlt om the Fert with
the assistanee of a platoon from the 315th Engineerse At 1600, the German
rison started eseaping through the tummels te the Bagt end ef the Fert imte the
Second Battalien area, Compeamy G was ready fer the move and captured over
hundred and forty irisoners as they came out of the Fort, while elements of the
First Battalion folloved into the Yort cleaning out the resistanse from within,
The entire gerrison of three humdred and ome Germam troops was captured and killed
in the attask by the American troops, After the Fert fell, A and B compenies
moved back to BASSE HAM to obtainm a much n cded rest after three and nights
on top of the Fort « while Company C remsiced at the Fort to maint contach
with Company G and the Seecond Pattalion.

By nightfall, the Third Hattolion, under the command of Captain James Spivey,
had takem hill 252 and consolidsted for the night in that vicinity. -

Throughout the ni of the eleventh of November, the supply battle and the
fight against the MOCTLILE RIVER comtimaed. Ffferts n% the waters' cdge were oo
ordinated by Lte Colomel Frederick i, Loomis, Evecutive Officer of the Regimemb,
wiho assumed respensibility fer the pushing of supplics and ammnition acress the
river and the eoordinatiom of efforts of the Infantry and Faginecrs to span the
OSELLE with a permanent tread-way bridge,

On the night of the cleventh, the outlook was far better than it had beer

gince the start of the attack on the river. The Third Battalion had zained fﬁs 0be

jective at 1800, the mighty Fort Locnigemacher had been defested, and the Seemd
Battalion, lesc G Compawy, was on the oubsiirts of the towm of VALMESTROFF,; pre-
pared to take the towm in the mornidg.

Awong the many outstanding feats of the cay performed by members of the 358th

Infontry were those of lieutenant Harris B, Neil and Licutenamt Williem B, Kilpatriek,

agsisted by licutenant Baird, all of Company A, Under the direction of these .
offieers, this company remoined in the epen on top of the fert for three days and
nighte while the enemy weo still active bemesth them inside the Fort. ‘hile the
sicge of the Fort lasted, it was necessary for all supplies to be hand-earried up

the exposed side of the hill on which the fort was built, While the men fought on

the topside, they were subjected to severe artillery fire - observed fire - adjusted

from cnemy obscrvition poste locoted on the epposite end of the very same Fort.
Lte el himself persconally placed the s tchel charges of C-2 against the imsense

steel and conerete doors to the tumols, lg decds on this occasion have been highe

1y ap reelated by the R giment and will long bo remcubered by the men whe Tought
with him,

-01-0



: DECLASSIFIED i Reproduced at the National Archives
) ¢ 1 Auhoriy NNENTZR0IT
L ?Bdl NARA Date12JQ_ e iz ]
. s smsiiiiasERIisisiiisresiiiaiia s ' '.-'—'\l:']'rii“'{..'.i.--.hnl.r-.a'gn.«?mu;; IIIII 5
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AL the end of the ¢ *aﬂ.@g'mm?m%ttmumnms
zwa woargied, eishteen of them in scrious
eondition, on the far side of the Miver, Thus tho eveewtion of wounied @id

i 1 Coptain Compball, to evaeuste the wounded to the Add Statien
At 2130, en the nizht of the Prigadier Goneral Van Fleet oalled

lieuwtonant Colonwl loomis m&@%&a ixnocutive OFffiesr, ‘o eonwey his
m;rabalﬁm t:‘;& 2“ In%ﬁm&l who to&ii? amm&mu

tas 2 tm% i ;:Qm gm. § m iuﬁ
lowing gsy was to invrove position: ww to continue on te the Ubjoctive,
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REGTMENTAL HISTORY
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 19kl
Tae twelfth of November, D plus four, and still the fight against the slowly
reesting METELE HITIR comp i ritih ereomss wee Mtbavad eiths ahe Fio 46

ship vehicles avd anti.~tank guns acress by means ef artil -
mmmm_mwmssmmmmm. on the
of the twelfth, one anti-tank gun had boen moved across the bridge in the
fashion described, Captaln Underwood sugeeeded in getiing acress with three four
and-one hal? ton trucks on which he had loaded three Jjeeps and sufficlent supplies
to alleviate even the most critical situation. This was accomplished before the
enemy artillery five knocked out the 359th Inf ridge. The latest reports
from the Inginecrg were that the bridge at CA would
in the afternoon - mow that the water had begun to recede at a faster rate, In
order to fagilitate the building of the bridge, however, i$ was ne¢essary for the
work =t the water's edge to be screened, For this purpose, additional swoke pets
were requested and the Chemlcal Norter Company was rimthajob.!elt-m
a swoke sereen throughout the day, .

shing
lcamhile, the shipment of fowod, amrarition, and zasoline had a high pri.ority
at the wnter's edge, Doats went back ani forth eontimially throughout the day with
these supplies, The supply lines on the Tast side of the MOSILIE were at this time
long and hazardous and recquired 't;he agslotance of all members of the Battauu
Headquarters Companies in addition ‘o the ammunition ani pioneer platoons, Cooks

from the Regimental Field Train were recruited imbo serviee on the Fasgt side of the
river and ascisted the troops on that side in getting supplies to forward elements of &
the battalions, A reat deal of the day was spent in demining reoads amd wmine fields
in the secter. This was the first time, the Corman plastle and wooden mines had

been encountered and extra precaution had to be taken in removing the mines, At

one plage near BASSE HAM, several onchhundred pound air bombs were found alengside

of the road wired with igniters and ;laced for use as anti-p rsomnecl mines.

Shertly after noon, the Sceond Buttalien had reperted eapturing the tewn of
VAL STROFF - and were reorganizing in that vieinity, amd moving the Battalionm
Conmand Post inte that towm,

Daring the day the companies eof the Iirst Battalion coneentrated on rast; and
reorzonization, At 1500, Company B meved to the vicimity ef VALMISTROFF and toek
up a defensive pogition éhatra. Company A out osted the tewn of DASCE HAM and Company
C established a defensive pesition around Fort Koenigsmacher and arranged to cone
tact Company B from there.

On the right of the Regimemt, the 95th Infantry Division was endeavoring te
eross the HOSTLLL RIVER in the vicinity of THIONWILIE, A patrel was senmt out from
the Sceond Battzlien to attempt to contact some elements of the 95th Nivision re-
ported to be on this side of the river. Shortly after this patrol was dispatched,
however', small arms fire was heard in thit direction, and the patrel was believed
to have been ambughed,

. Throughout the day, the Regiment anxiously awaited the arrival of the Of
Tank Company of the 71%th Tank Battalione T until this time, it had been impossible
to fexrry the tanks aercss. !owever, the eondition of the river favered the tamk
now oand Lieutenants Shelton snd Ridlchuber and Tayleor swaited the arrival of the
tanks in the vieinity of the AL N0 FIRNY site.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 9Ll (Cont'd)

The Rogimenbal Mlitary Polige Company, Commanded by Lieutenant Paul H, Rines,
figured closely in the eperations both at tha Rtm and alse in the tem eof

ELZANGE in the Thivd Battalion secter and in Vi in the Second Battalien
mfdwmmmmmmmmmmw%nmommm
(] . s

ffany problens arose during the day thatinercased the difficulties confreomting ;
the Hegimenbe, Supply routes were congtantly lengtheming and becoming more hazerdous,
On the Third Battalien's supply route to ELZANGE, it was necessary fer the ammind-
tien and pionecr platoon leader to secure the ausimwm available men in
the P Flatoon atbached and the Dngineers in order te f£111 in an enormous tank
diteh that bloclred the reute, Wille roturning aleng the route at one time during
the garly evening, Lisutenant "Iwell met some party on the vead that could net
;ive the pass-words The ldentity of the party was soem realized vhen they opened .
fire on L&, Elwell, The offlesr imrediately took cover and started returning fire.
After the Tire had eeased 1b, "Lwell diseovered that he had wounded ene German
and taken nine pris norse :

The earliest estimete on the bridge al CATTENOM was thot 4t should be comw
pletod by 0830 in the moming, ‘intil then, it was still heeessary for all sup-
plies, rations, and equipm-at to be Hromght acress the river in assault boate
and transported by hande-garry to ‘he cmpanies of the battalions,
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HONDAY, HOVEMBER 13, 9Ll

During the early morning hours of the thirteenth of November, the
Regimontal Se2, Majer "illiam Falvey, accompanied by Lt. Donchue,
Iiaison Officer, proceded from the forward Regimentel Command Post in the town
of KOSNIGSUMAGHIR acvess the river to econfer with Licutenant Colonel Loomis ab
the Rear Command Pest, They r-turned forward a few hours later with the ine
gmatm that the bridge being constructed would peseibly be ready by 0800 im
e morning. -

Prier to daylicht arrangements were made with Major De Pew, S5-3 of the 357th
Infantry, for the tanks and TD's which that Regiment had acress the river te
come %o the assistance of the 358th Infantry in the ovent the 350th Infamtry
was counter-attacked by enemy tanks,

Dawn found work on the bridgepregressing radpidly in spite eof the
dirficulties encountered, "hile the ingincers worked on the Lridge, '
activity was practically at a stand due to the number of beats needed for
the construction of he bridge. It as very likely that thie day wuld see the
bridge in operation and the rest of the Regiment acress the MOSELLE with the
long-awaited vehicles and equipments .

The Seeond Battalien propared to attack a Fert in its secter and a
of Ce=2 compound was brought te them “rom the First Battalien. The Thixd
talion prepared to ascault a hill en vhich there were believed to be a few
Germans., After taking the hill, Captain Spivey, the Battalion Commmnder, ex-
sected te attain his objective and halt. The First Bettallon remsimed with
one co pany in BASSE HAM en the right fflank of the Divisien, one company ab
the Fort, and another in the town of VALMESTROFF,

At 1700, on the lLith of NHovember, D plus Six, the lon; awaited bridge
agross the MOSELLE EIVER was co-pleted, "ith the bridge, along came comunie
gotions across the river, The lomg fi ht against the river ended as the first
350th Inantry anti-tank vehicles and gms rolled acreoss the bridges

“dthin minutes af'ter the comletion ef the bridge all of the tactical Ctrane~
portotion of the Regiment had jp ined the battalions on the Fast side of the
HOSULLE ~bringing additional swpplics of ammmition and rations, Along came
the T™'s and shortly a’torwards the tanks, In a matter of hours, the 3Lith
Meld Artillery had displaced to supporting positions on the Fast side of the
VOSTLLE RIVER, Throughout the night, all efferts were concentrated on getting
as much of the Regiment's and its attaclment's transpertation and equipment
across the river.

Before the bridge was comploted, the persomel of two entire regimsnts
had eressed the river in the vieinity ef CATTENOM, But, just before the com~
plotion of the bridge, and in one of the last attampts to eress the river be- -
fore the bridge was in, a new hagard presented itself. As the water receded
on the far chore near AOUNIGSMACHER, the wines that had beem planted en the
edge of the river, beomzme expored. 'hat was a hazard became 2 menace
L4, Vann, o veteran sup ly officer with the Third Hattalion, in an attempt te
bring swplies ncress the river in a duek, hit a mine and suffered a compound
fracture of the legs The prosence of nines on the shore and even wnder the
bridge meant an additional preblem for the cnginecrs - and contributed te the
delay befere the bridge was finally completed,
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ZUSSDAY, NOVEMBER Ui, 19kl

0915 on the 1lith of November saw the entire 350th Combat Tesm across
the MOSELLE RIVER - thus ending an epie struggle against vhat proved a forwe
midable obstacle for several days.- Immediately, supply routes were conw
ﬂolidat.& and the gms of the supperting 7D compeny were made available te
the Bat

The order for the day called for the Second Battalion to take the towm
of DISTHOFF , and the Third Battaliem to take the tewp of INGLANOE, while the
Firet Battalien was to march te VALMESTROFF remain in Rogimental Reserve,

At 1355 MMM’GWQ £ifty onemy half-tracks
on the read frem DISTROFT te o At firct, it was belioved the vehicles
night be clements of a 97¢h Divisien recommaiscance party, AS 1450, the ve-
hicles were reported as Cermsm by an eye witness, Licutenmant ﬂolomi Sehule,
Tnmediatelyy the 3hlith Field Artillery went to work on the colum, firing en
the tanks and half-ftracks along the road.

During the day, the Regimentgl Command Post moved to the vicinity of FLZANGE
and was installed in some Oerman barracks lecated near the towm, The Regimental
Meld Traim, under Captain Louis Jacks, established itself in BAS'B HAM,

- The situation in the Third Battalien secter was elarified with a repert
from an I Company patvrel cent to the towm, Germans still held the town with a
gtrong dotachment of Infatry and tanks and sround the towm these forees were
well dug-in and so placed to defend the towm against owr attack. Captainm Spivey
notified Colomel Clarke at 1810 that he intenddd te pull Company I back a bit
and hit Inglamge with artillery during the night amd them take the towm in
the morning, Se far, he had had no word from a puztrel frem Company I that had
been sent inte the towm the day befere, Oucsses were that the patrel, almost

Hoantime, the Sccond Battaliem continued its attack on the right of the
Reginental sectere At 1715, with Company I leading, end with a platoen ef the
773rd Tank Destreyer battalien in suppert, the Second Battalion entered the
town capturing 30 German prisoncrs and 2l Amorican soldiecrs. The 2L Amcricans
fume’ out to be the Cowpany I patrel Captaln Spivey had dispatched the previous
day. They were to have gene to INCOLANGE, but instead twmed up in DISTROFF,

The neon-commisgioned o figer in charge of the group reperted he had entered
DISTROFF vhen the towm was filled with the enemy, nd that he hid his men in
the eellars wntil the Gormans withdrew from the town.

The 357th Infantry, on this Regiment's left flank, was ‘nformed by S-3
stotler, through Licutenant Ridlshubew, of the plan to contain the town ef
THGLANGE fer 'he night and te take the tewn in the morning, The status of the
tovm was of great importance te the 357th Infantry as it rested on the boundary
betmenb'the reziments snd wag later to be a link in the main supply fer that
ra;-;izma +

As Captain Stotler and Colonel Clarke conferred on plans fer the continua-
tien of the attack in the =orning, 52 Falvey arranged with the 3hlith Field
Artillory o' {ire propeganda shells inte the towns of STUCKANGE, DUDING, -nd
METHRVISSE, where the enemy was known to ‘e concentrating fer the night,

Jajor Falvey also plamned te hib METZE VIS B with HE -long ith the prepagenda
on the strength of o report from Master Serseant, Inber-o ater fer the Re jiment,
and head of the Aogimental IPYW Toam, Midener
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TUSSDAY, NOVEMBER L, 191 (Cont'd)

The went so far as te locate wi
in the tewa of METZIRVISSE in vhich SV it € e

for the night.

Plans for temerrew were that the Scgond Battalien '
left in DISTROFF end ”mmh. e R radon o dog
patrols to the Southeaste P
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 194k

.Shertly after midnight, in the very early morning ef the fifteenth of
November 1% L, three battalien liaison efficefis, Lieutenants Rice, Tayler and
Captain Underwood headed their jeeps toward their respective battalien (P's
with the Regimental attack order for the day., Briefly, the 350th Infantry
aceordin; te the order, was to remme the atbtack at 0630, shortly after dey-
break with the second battalion on the right and the Third Battalien en the
left, with the First Battalion in Regimental Reserve. Attached were Company
A of the 712th Tank Battalion and Cempany A of the 8lst Chemical Mertar Company,
the latter with its big 4.2 mertars, In support, the 3hith Field Artillery
Battalion and Company B of the 773rd Tamk Destroyer Battalien,

The Third Battaliem was erdered to seize the tewn ef INGLANGE, a key
town on the extreme left of the Regimental meme, later te send a patrel te its
ebjp ctive, following with the Battaliem. The Secend, occupyimg the town ef
DISTROFF, en the Divisien right flamk, was te dispatech a patrel te METZERVISSE
te the Southeast at 0700, and then follow with the rest eof the Battalion te
seize its objcctive. Each battaliom was te be assisted by a platoen of the
O0'Reilly Tank Compamny from the 712th Tamk Battalien,

The hours pregeding dawmn were wmeventful, se te speak, with the enemy
gending a few rounds of mertar fire im and whipping in some sporadie, high
velocity fire, while the 3LLth Field Artillery continued te interdict enemy
towns, cressroads, valleys and hills, ;

During the night, it appeared that the cnemy made a few plans alse, Fer
right at the crack of damm, they assembled exaectly eleven half-tracked armeored
vehicles, two heavy self-prepelled guns mounted em Mark V chassis with multi-
ple mounts, four high velocity anti-tank gums, and twe battalions of infantry
from the 25th Panzer Division., After a heavy barrage of mortar and artillery
fire, they pushed all ef this inte the tewn eof DISTROFF, held by the Second
Battalien, 358th Infamtry., Upon receipt of ‘he first word of the counterw
attack, Colonel Clarke alerted the First Battalion te move in support ef either
the Second er Third Battaliens, the latt r alse threatemed with a counter-attaeck
receiving considerable heavy artillery and mertar fire, Majer Falvey notified
G2 of the counter-attack at DISTROFF and everyene else was duly oriented on
the situatien, Right about this time, Lieutenant Byren C, Clarke, Liaisen
Officer te Division, arrived and received the picture. Colonel Clarke, mecanw
while, coordinated the resources of the Regiment - getting the Reserve Plateen
of TD's te the support of the Second Battaliem aleng with the Reserve Platoon
of tanks, Colonel Clarke communicated with the 357th Infantry en the left
asking for their situation and givimg them the situation in this secter, Bate
talion liaisem officers were sent to their battalions to commmicate by pheme
and radie en the progress ef the eperations, Anether 300-radie .was established
en Colonel Clarke's erder at the Regimental Command Pest in contact with ligjer
Wallace, Executive Officer of the Seeond Battaliem, who immediately assumed
command of the Second Battalion forces im the tewn of DISTROFF, Meanwhile,

a bitter house to house fight was being waged in the town of DISTROFF - invole
ving everyene frem company supply sergeants to battaliom staff officers - firing
everything ‘rom bazeokas te Celt Automatics = out of windows and deors and from
the reoftoeps, There was a great deal of hard fighting befeore the towm was
again cleared. At one point, Company G in its entire stremgth, was reported
captured only to be reported later as back in action with the Company Commander
Captain Ledge, missing alon; with Captain Watts of the L.2 Chemical Horhis,

Two Captains helmets placed together and seme on-the-scene revorts led te the
belief the two captains had been captured,
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WEDNESDAY, NOVAMBER 15, 19Ul (Cont'd)

Shortly after 1000, Cenergl Vam Fleet visited the tal Command Pest
and conferred with Colonel Clarke whe oriented the al on the situatiom,

General Vam Fleet praised the Regimemt amd the batialion for beating eff the

_severe counterwattack. Dventually, after hard fighting, the counter-attack was
repulsed and the enemy withdrew from DISTROFF, taking some prisoncrs with them,
m-m%mmm.rm&m%iwmm@aummm
and reported thab the town was cloar of Cermens, He stabed his plans for entering
the town as soom as his companies were able to get under way, '

wmmmmmmw;mornmmmmm
dating ef pesitiensthere. He then contacted Lytle of the First Battalien
and thsp&fwmbﬂmhq‘m'fmﬂnghmmgsg{lw
of DISTROFF or straight sereoss frem their presemt locatien. leanvhile, bate
talions eoneentrated on reerganizatiem and preparatien for the attack,

At the end ef the day, Colonel Clarke conferred with Iieutenant Colenmel
Stilwell and worked out plans for the next day with 5-3 Stetler. At the same time
offiecers in the Regiment meurned the less of one of the Regiment's outstanding
officers, Lieutenant Wendall T, NWickersen, ene of the eriginal efficers whe had
xc-m in wtiuav%l through Normandy, acress Franee, mnd here en the Fagt side of

@ YOSELLE RIVIR,
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THURSDAY, NOVIMBER 16, 1okl

In the early morning en the sixteenth of Hovember, Yajer Falvey, Regimental
5-2, Toceived a call frem Oaptain Fester of the 3hith Field Artillery, "Falvey?
Got an erasep?" - this in a slew Texas drawl, "Well, just rub off that tewm of
STUCKANGE frem the map. I den't rockem it's there sny more," And se the 3lLhth
Fiold Artillery begam the day for the 358th Infamtry, firing at likely targete
to the front of the Regiment,

. Orders for the day were that the Regiment would contimue its present missien,
The Third Battalien was to take the town ef INGLANGE while the Secomd Battaliem
was to continmue on to METZERVISSE on the right of the Regimental Secter. At
0730, Lieutenant Denohue picked up the that the Third Battalion had twe
platoons of the famed Cowpeny K "Kraut K 8", com-anded by Captain Mefiolland
in the town of INCLANGE, Twenty-five minutes later, the Third was rep :
half-way through the tewn, receiving some harassing artillery fire. Donohue
reported the progress of the Dabtalion te G-2 and G-3 and alse the 357th Inf -
the adjacent regiment en the left and to whom the town of INGLANGE was of cone
gider importance. lMeanvhile, the Second Battalien, under Lieutenant Colonel
Schulz, awaited word frem a sixteen man patrel dispatehed at dawn to METZERVISSE,

lore confidence in the security ef the regimental right flank came frem a
message locating the 90th Divisien Reconnaisssnce Treep in the vicinity ef
STUCKANGE, Simaltamcously, Captain Perry Beville, veteran 5«3 of the Socond
5 Battalien,reports en the pa sent earlier te METZIRVISSE, Tw men returned
with the message that a group of enemy was found dug-im aleng the draw Southe
sast of DISTROFF, Several men of the patrel were reported woumied, the remainder
pimned down by enemy fire.

News from the Third Battalion new was that INGLANGE had fallem after a fizht
and that the battalion had captured some three pillbexes,; more than thirty
prisoners and ene anti-tank gum.

Fellowing the capture of INOLANGE, events meved rapidly, Major Folvey dise
patoched en-th t intervegater, Sergeant Videner, te questien the prisoners,
and Colonel end ‘eneral Veaver immediately left for Inglange %o investi-
gate the pessibilities for an armered push, Captain Huge H, Pyes, Headquarters
Commandant, and Lieutenant Larry C, Lampe, Regimental Cemmunications Officer,
left en recormalssance for a new Command Pest location at INGLANGE, The Third
Battalion revorted te Regimentsl Reserve, snd the Firsgt Battalienwas alerted
te move to the support of the Secomd Battalion, via the wmost expeditious reue,
and to tie with the Secmiien the Ubjective.

The Second Battalion jumped-off at 1500 fer the town of METZIRVISSE, supe=
ported by a mission of Corps Artillery en the town., As Company F reached the

outskirts of m&?ZER@EE! Gorps m}.}.e fires fteg& M&,_M l
aring & pgaoner % s bat L 8

%"%“ Sggl&g?s% ~ geeuring the objective, sﬁfforba then were directed te

consolidation of the daye gming and the ecordination of sll-around defense,

As the _ay's pregress was reviewed, attention sgain focused on the magnie
ficent work of the 0'ieilly tank company in as-isting the Seoond Battalien in
Paking MOTZERVISSE, Twiee in two days, "O'Reilly's boys', as they were referred
to, proved their strength te the 358th Tafantry, ;
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THURSDAY, NOVAMBER 16, 194l (Cent'd)

Aaamnmmmmm% wore submitted to Divisiea
mmmmmmmpamu mmmmmmmv
digpesitions. Iieutenant Clark ﬁummmsbruwfm
day'm encouraging news en the WW mwmmwu
along", meetin: tion gaining miles
W@mmﬂ%w-ﬁwhfumﬁﬁ antry, 1tneaatamuzwd;yethard’
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W,Hrntlin&tdiﬂmumaoﬂtommumhﬁct
Wmummmm M% after moving inte
the West end of the woods, was to coordinate its attack wi  the First Battaliom.-
each of the assault battalions maintaining lisisen with the ether, The Third
‘B!tﬁ . mhmumwmmmn.dmub

&t%ﬁmﬁrﬂ&tmmoﬂmthoﬂtﬂﬁ%lmﬂcﬁm
in the lead, and A Compmy in Reserve, The battalien continmued te move

and geized the intermediate ebjectd  meeting me rbsistanes, the Third
talien reperted already closed in en town of METZERVISSE, The First
tﬂmmmmﬂmmuumsqmnu te move oub
amamammmmammawmmm. found the Third
Battalion closed im the vieinity of METZERVISSE as Regimental Reserve, The
mwammu»m«mm.rmmmmmwaam.

Hews now of a counter-attack against the Second Battallen, This came &b
1330, mstmmmmwofamaw“mmumm.
The First had been attacked but had received concidersble high veloeity fire from
the avea West eof METZERESCHE, mmwm«m&mummu
mhrrmlﬁitaﬂlumrmlathadaﬁmWimMMd
artillery ds the area., The battalien had alse had information of a mmber of
dug-in encmy in front of them, thm,thamrﬂimtﬂjwm.mm
mwmtm:-mmmwmattm-mmmmm“m:eﬁm
heavy artillery fire,

One series of events during the early aftcrnoen provided sm excellent ex~
ample of ceordination of fighting ferces, At 1420, the First Battalien
receiving direct fire frem what appcared te be a tank in the vicinity ef cen~
centratien 203, msmmmmmmtmmarmmmmmmul}w
taliem and asied to check its TD mit's firing, At 1435, the 357th Infantry s
tanks were engaging the ememy temks firing on the First Battalion, CShertly, the
firing of the tank was steppeds

At Whl0, the tanks attached te the Seceond Battalien were reported in the tewm
of METZERES and at 1500, the Second Battalienireperted having closed in en the
towe

:
%
g
z
i

The First Battalien, meoanwhile, preccded to ‘he high ground South of the tewm
of METZERESCHE « where they halted and contacted the Seeond Battalion. During
the dayy the First Battalion encountered extrenely heavy artillery fire but meb
with 135%1e oppesition in gaining the Regimental Objectives

The Staff of the Third Rattaliem had undergone some recemt changes vhich ine
cluded the sppeintment ef Lt, Richard Elwell as Battalion Se3, Lt. Jack Geodunam
as Supply Officer, and Lt, Bird, as the Battalion loter Officer, Captain James
Sib‘pi;? commanded the battalien with Castain Willlam R, Shipe as battalion Fxood-
tive Officer.
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abreast ef each other and prepared teo to 1
First Battalion having the mission of cleaming out the wwods South of |
towm of METZIRESCHE en the ways .Snfwh_tl.;w- _

artillery had been fired ng a general withdrawsl of the enemy frem
the immediate secter co the Regiment, Beth Battaliens moved te the
Regimental Objective, encow no resistance whatseever, 1210 the

and
First Battalion reperted being en the Ubjeetive - and at the same time, the
mn.tmmmmgnmmgm £ LUTTANGE, Effective at
1500, the Regiment went inte Divisiem Reserve.

With the Regiment in Divisien Reserve, the Regimental Covmandey censulted
with the Regimental Swpply Officer Hajor &mmthpoasj.bﬂityofnbtdﬁ-
ing "B" Ratiens for the treops for the evenming meal -~ and a clean change ef
dry socks and clothes. Instructions were given te battalions te rest fer the
time being and reor;anize. The First Battalion and the Third Battalien re-
mained at LUTTANCE, with the Second Battalien at METZURESCHE, and the Regimental
Comuand Post and S clal Units in the town of METZERVISSE, .

Teday, the first cnemy air activity was sighted fer the first time in
several mﬁs. Avound noom, two enemy planes were reported in the Regimental
”GMO
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 194

Late on the night before, word was received from Division G=3 that
messﬁmmmmum;tmcmwwrmnMMﬂm-uh
effective sither en the 19th er the 20th ef the menth, At 1000 on the mormne-
ingofthalm,theﬂagim&mwmammwam-w
to be sble to move in that time from its present locatisn, Lt, Deonohue was
immediately dispatched as lLiaisen Offieer with the Temth Armered DivisieR.

The entire day was spemt on rehabilitation ef trecps and rest and relase
ation fer them, Church services were held throughout the Regiment and het
meals were the erder for the day.

MOWDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 19hh

The Regiment contiaued Lo obtain much needed rest but remained on a
three hour alert watil the arrival of Lt. Clark with the new order placing
the Regiment on a ome-hour slert, The Regiment 'was to be ready te meve en
one-hour notice anytime after 0730 on the 20th of lovember. All umits were
dulyalm-bubatﬂlemunlmmm&epmmaofmhabﬂitam
of treeps. mmmmmmn,mmrmmreenmmm
armored divisiea that the meve would prebsbly net be befere 0600 en the fel-

lowing daye.

TUGSDAY, NOVEMBIR 21, 10kl

0830 en the follewin; morming of the 2lst found quartering parties on
their way to the secter o jed by the Temth Armered Division te arrange
billete for their units., H Hour was tentatively scheduled fer 1200, At 1130
the Regiment was erdered to move at 1200 and immediately proceedes to carry oub
the movement ovder, The IP was MBTZERVISSE and the route was from UETZERVISSE
througa INGLANGE, ELZANGE, KOENIGSMACHER, and SIERCK, 1600 in the afterneom .
oo a1l thres battolions, the Specisl Units, and the 3hlith Field Artillery
closed in their aveas. The Hegimental CP amd the Second Battalion were leow
;&A@m? in STERCK - the Third Battaliom in RETTEL~ and the First Battaliem in

Elm.

Spen after arriving at the new loeation, Colenel Clarke was called to
the Gonmand Post of the Tenth Armored Division te confer with Ceneral lorris,
the Division Commander, Units were notified of not indieations of a move
during the night eor the next day.,

flowever, at 1015, the First Battaliom, 358th Infantey was attached te CCA
of the Tenth Armered Division amd Lieutenant Rice left as Liaison Officer with
the Combat Command.
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 1&;

Bar: morning en the 22nd ef Nevember brought L, Byren G, Clark te the
Regimental Command Posh with the information that the first battalion weuld
not move teday., Shertly aftermoon on the same day, Captaim Stotler, Regimentel
5-3, brought back the information from the Tenth Armored Divisien t the Third

Once agal.nﬁ plans were to be chamged, lNid-aftermvem brought Lt, Clark again
to the Conmand Post with the informatien that the entire plan for the Regiment
was changed and that the Regiment would lead in a coordinated abtack in the morme
ing, L%, Ridlehuber left for the CCA Commamd Pest to contact the 358th Infantry
reconnaissange parties in that area and return them te the Command Pest fer the

changs in erders,

At 1600 the Regimental Cemmander, Golemel Clarke held a meeting of battalion
commanders, special unit commanders ‘.ha Battalion 5e3's and the Regimemtal Staff
at which time he presented them with the complete picture of the situation cone
fronting the Regiment, After the erientatiem the gattalion commanders left feor
a brief recomnaissance before darkness set in,

The general picture, as described en the mosalc by Colemel Clarke, was that
this fegiment was to establish a bridgehead, so $® speak, fer the armer. The
armer had pierced the dragon's teeth at one point but there were severzl pille
Doxes in ‘he area that the 358th Infantry would prebably encounter whem it at-
tacked, HeHour was setfarl%ﬂonthefollmdngmrm.

As the battalieon commanders proceeded with their reconnaissance, Captaim
Stotler and Colomel Clarke esnferred with Gemeral Morris at the T Armored
Comnand Post, They returned shortly after 2300 to Begin work on the details fer
the next day's eperatien,
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 9Lk

The gomeral situation on the merning of the attack found the Task Ferces
of Combat Command "A" ef the Tenth Armered Divisiem on a btyoad front with the
most advaneed clememt piercing the belt ef dragen's teeth in the cemter ef
gsector, The sugsesbed plan was that the Reglment be employed om
alsng one main axis, mmum_gpntmmu.m»m,ummz
exig with the Secemd Babtt scheduled te abttack aleng the od
to NUMNZTHGEN while the Third Battalien was te attack aleng the re
te ST, The Regiment was te Jump-eff abt 1000 in the morning im the attacks

The © day of the wonth feund the 358th Combat Team closed-in
in Germany - with the Hegimental Command Post located approxinately a mile amd
a holf from BORG on the main road leading Southwest out eof tho towm. The Secemd
Battalion ostabliched ite Commsnd Post in BORG amd the Third Battslisn
itn Command Pest in WOCH RN, The First Battalion remained im Regimental Reserve
in the vicinity of the toms of PURL and OBER~PIRL, The Second Battalien assembled
in the woods te the Last of BORG, prepared to atbtack tewards the lorth while the
Third Battalieon was to ascemble near WOCH'RN and preceed through the weeds East
of the main highwey frem WOCHIRN te TETTINGEN, then cutting te the Nerth te take
the towms of TETTINCEN and BUTZDORF en the highway from VOCHERN te SINZ,

The Seccond Battalien was te wove at 1130 with E and I’ companies in the assault,
They ne soconer moved out frem thelr assembly ares, reperted Lieutenmt Celonel,
Sehulz, when they reccived a heavy barrage ef high velocity fire from vhat was
jdentified by the Sscond Battalien astanks belenging to the Temth Armored Divisiom,
This information -as reperted te the Commend Post of the Tenth Armored Divisien:

and the atbtack of the Secomd Battaliem was pestpened until L0 in the afternoen,

At 1530, the leading elements of the Second Batt-liem were reported in the
dragon's teeth while the reserve company, Jjust proceeded te move towards the hia
ground just west of the towm ef onmmﬁ. Here the Second Pattalien prepared
spend the night - with instiuctiens frem the Battalion Commander for the men te
dig im in that lecation., A pertion of Company ¢ had besn able te gel on tep of
tha hill while B and F -ompsnies dug-in amomg the dragzen's teeth. -

The Third Battalien advanced through the weds against & ‘reat deal of small
arms fire, artillery, snd many pillbexes, During the day they toek a totzl ef
eihty=-four PW's and had about seven casualties. The Third, by 1700, had cleared
the woods but would walt, upon decision ef the Battalien Commander, wtil daylight
before entering the towm of TETTTNGEN, During the day's fightigg, the Third
Battalien lost one of its outstanding offlcers vhem Liecutenant Pat Parrish, Company
Comaznder of Company I, was wounded in the hip,

Hoth assault battalions buttemed-up ‘or the night, while an assault clement
along with the engimeers vrosceded to lmwek out a2 pill bex in the Secomd Battalien
sector. The Second Battalisr sembt in thirty-eight wore PWls for interrogation,

1800 found the Zegimental Commander, Colonel Clarke, in conference with
geveral officers from the Tenth Armored Division, The subjeet of the confcrence
goncerned the closer coordinatien of the infamtry wmad the armer, :

The erders for the next day were for Company & to continue the assault en the
hill at daylight, while the twe batt-lions were to jump-efi at 0800, Second
Bakiolion was to have one platoen of ‘anks ‘rom the Tonth irmored attached for the
operatien, BUattalion commanders were duly informed of their miscsiens for the {0l
lowin: doy. Coloncl Ularke ruquested that Zaptain Caldecett, in command of the
Pirst Batbalion, report for briefing st the feglmomtal Comasnd Post in the morning,
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REGIMENTAL HISTORY | ? 358th Inf ntry

g0 that the Capiain would have a complote picture of the epemtiom in the event
4t boeame necessary te comxlt the First Battalien,
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2l 19kl

Aetivity started early im the morming with the arrival of Lieutenant Denohue
from the Comnand Pest of CCA with a message from Cemeral Altheuse, the Commanders
The message resd "Attack vigerously in zone of OCA at daylight and break deadlocks
If no pregress is made by 1200 I propose te lead the attack persenally with my
Headquarters®, Celenel (larke was awakened amd called the Tenth Armored Divisgion
and gave them the plans for the 35{th Infl for the momming's attack. The Tenth

! Reproduced at the National Archives -

“
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Armored stabed to Colomel Clarke that the status eof the 358th Infantry had net changed

gnd that it wes attached te the Tenth Armeved Diviglon and not te CCA,

The Second Battelion contimued the attack at 0630 in the morming with Company G
Jumping of £ ab that time te take up a positien on top eof the hill, At noen, cams the
report from Seeond Battaliem that the pillbox at OSERLUCKEN had been lmocked oub
by the battalion,

The Third Batielion moved out in the attack at 0800 in the merning with Company
nEn mepping vp a pillbex in its secter, Jompany I was temporarily delayed in jump-
ing off due te th- shertage of ammmitien, Company K was glse temporarily delayed
by a strong couwnter-attack which it beat off, .

The First Battalion was alerted to meve and ordered to leave ils asowmbly arca
in OBER’ERL at 1200 and attack the town ef OBERLUCKEN, A%t 15230, the battalien
jumpedeff and procesded, meeting little resistasce wmtil reaching the tewn of
OBERLUCKEN, After A snd B companies hed taken about 1/3 of the towm, davimess
forced the companies to held vhere they were fer the might., Cempany B teek twentyw
five prisoners in its assavlt en the tewms,

Captain Spivey reported at 1730 that the Third Battalion had ceptured all
pillboxes between him and the towm, one of them as big as forty by 60 feet, and that
he wuld not enber the towm at night but walt until daylight.

Moamwhile, as the night set-in, detailed plans were mode fer the ceordinatien .
of a night defense with the First snd Second Battalioms vith Covpany A and Company G
tying at the South edge of the First Battalien tewn, :

 Plans fer tomerrow wore that Secomd Battalien would conbtinue the abtack om
the hill superted by fire of the First Battalion, while the First Battalion cone
tinued t6 reduse the towm of OBURLUCKEN, Third Battalien was te jump-eff at 0730
:iith Company I on the left and Company K on the right te contimue with the same
soion,

At the ond of the day came a repert from Captain Simms ef the 315th ‘ngineers
that the pillbex lmocked out in the Secemd Battalien area was a large one - eighty
by t irty by fifteen feet ~ with walls four feet thick - and armer steel desrs twe
inches thieks Three hunired and seventy eight pewmds of (-2 compound was used te
bleow epen the deors and neutrolize the guns in the fort,

The stery was teld, sbout Captain Dyks, of the attached TD Company that while
recomneitering fer pesitions he wandered out in fremt ef Cempany G's freat lines
anid stumbled inte a fex~hele., After asking the oceupants if they were frem Compeny
“G® he recegnised them for the Hainies they were and finally pulled out his jum.

He anvi the ether officer with him cuoptured about eight prisoncrs and then guickly
made for thelr own lines,
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SATURDAY, NOVIMBER 29, 194k

Third Battalien reported at 0700 in the morning that the Cormans had ine
filtrated behind Compamy K and that the battalion had lost econtact with the
conpaiys Une patrel was unable to contact them but offerts were boing cone
tinued and the battalionvw was te atiack as seon as pessible. The Seccond Bate
talion consolidated en top of the hill while the First Battalion centimued te
mop wp the towm ef OBERLUCKEN, -There was still ememy in the tewn and alse some

cneny tankse

At 1400, the Third Battalion still had TETTINGEN and were mepping wp the
towa winile BUTZDORF was still reported to be in the hands ef Company K. - Second
Dattalion continued te work om the hill, while the First Battalion mencuvered
areund in the town of OBURLUCKEN in an effort te wips out enemy resistsnce there,
Walle the First Battaliom continucd to mep-up the town, it was hit by a severe
counter-attack by Infantry and tanks from acress the ‘rent of the Second Battalion.
First Dattaliom, however, succeeded in holding off the attaclk, and held the terw
ritery it had taken in the tewn,

Throughout the day, considerable high velocity fire eontimued to fall en
Thaird Sattalion and Second Battalion frem what appeared te be a hill sbout saven
hundred yards in frent of the leadinfg tank in the Tenth Armered colwwm, Colomel
Clarke eonferred over the telephone with CCA eam the pessibility ef the E.nka
mancuvering so as to reduce the tank or whstever was firing frem the hill,

At 1815, Lt, @lwell, Sw3 of the Third Battalion, reported a serious situ tien

in the Third Batbalien, OCaptain Spivey was reperted te be le for the
islgf.mntal Commemd Post te see Colonel Clarke, However, Colomel iis amd Captain
otler, accenpanied by the Regimental Adjutant Capbain Stecklay went down te the

Third Battalien te see Captain Suivey,

Ca - taln lcidolland, famed corpany commander of the Company K "Kraut Killerg®
wag roported k. lled, and a great share of Company X amnihilated when the
sent Lanks down the road from SINZ into the town of BUTZDORF, Company K, vwithout
tank suppord itself, fought the tanks with every available weapon but were even-
tually cut off by the counter-attacking force, First reports from the town were =
that nine men remained out of tw platoons of riflemen and that the fate of several
others was wcertain. ,

Second Battalion reported to the Command Post through Lieutenant Anderson,
Battalion S-2, that the S,cond Batualion wa receiving direct tsnk fire from the
same hill from which they had been fired wpon all day, He reported that the strength
of the battalionwas exceedingly low - totalling not more than one hundred riflee
men in the three rifle companies. iis battalion also had suffered with severe colds
and mumerous case of tremch foob, a new but menacing obstacle in the wer,

At 195, Colonel Clarke, accomsanied by Major "alvey, left for the Command
post of the Tenth Armored Division to confer with the Gommanding General, Captain
stotlor, when he returned from Third Battalion, also left for the srmored division
to participate in the conference with the Commanding General, The complete story
of Company K came to light when Licutenant (olenel Loowis and Taptain Stotler and
Cap aln Steckla returned from the Th' d Battalion, Total known strength of Company
"KM was thirty-five enlisted men and no officers, Only .one of ficer was left in
Company Is LU appeared that Company K fought all night long =t BUTZORP, finally
two enemy tanks cut off the company and killed and captured a great deal of the
men. Corpamy K did have tw tanks of the Tenth Armored Division when it first
entercd the towm, but vhen it was atiacked by the cnemy ‘anks, the company oould
not master the swpport to hol: against the enemy,
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'%{mr, HOVIHBER 26, 194l @

e relief of the 355th Infantry began during the early morning hours of the

oGth of Hovember as Third Battalion withdrew its elements from the town of BUTZ

and proceeded to its ascembly area in “he vicinity of RETTEL along the MOSELLE,
e pelief of the battalion was indeed a tactical success, as the vattalion cloged
into its rear assesbly area without mishsp and spparently without the onemy imowing
of such velief, The relief of the Jecond Battalion and First Dattalion was coOrdie
nated with $he advance elements of the arnored division and Meft wp t0 ‘he men on
the ground”, in the words of Oeneral Horris, Temth Armored Nivision Comaandele By
2130, the entire Regiment had closed in its ascembly area with the wnits of the
reginent located in the same toms they hed oecupled prior to the abbacks

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 19l

Today the Hegiment was to rejoin the 90th Division - with the promise of five
or six days rest - and the opportunity 0 rehabilitate the troops, A quartering
party was dispatched to the vicinity of VECKRING to srrange for billets for the
troops “hile the remainder of the legiment prepared to move to its new locations
The poube cesignated was through SIHRCK, KOENTASHAGHER, ELZANGE, INOLANGE, BUDING,
to VECKRIHG,

1300 on the 27th day of Novembey brougnt the new Regimental Command Post to
VECKRTHG, By 1515, sll three battalions had closed into their aveas in the Germem |
barracks near the town, The remainder of the day was devobed o the improvement of
billebs and resting the men, FPlans were mede for the procurement of eouiomend,
clothing, and shower facilities, '

The health of Colonel (larke, the Regimental Commander, had, for the past few
days, been lmpaired by a severe cold and sccompanying fever, U spite his 111 hecalth
thecolomlwntimmdtormainathispoatasﬁe sental Commander until the !
Reglmen’ wug relleved from its mission with the Tenth Armoved Divigion and again
brouzht w4 the control of the 90th Divieion. f“hen the Bogiment finally arrived
im the sechor of the JO0th, Colonel Clarke followed the advice of the Fegimental
Surpeon, Captain Campbell, and allowed himself to be evacuated to the hospitale

Ticubenant Colonel Loomis notified Ceneral Tan Fleet of the temporary loss
of the Hegimental Commander, and, effcctive ab this time, the flegimental txecutive
Of7icar, Colonel Loomis was in command of the 358th Infantrye _ 3
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